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IVE me leave to ſalute you inthe Words 


of the Pious Hooker : There will come a 


Time, when Three Words, utter d with 


Charity and Meekneſs, ſpall receive a far 


more Bleſſed Reward than Three Thouſand Volumes 
written with diſdainful Sharpneſs of Wit, That we 
are not to expect this happy Time, while we live on 
Earth, every Days Experience more and more con- 
vinces us: As no Age can produce brighter Exams 
ples of Wit, than theſe laſt two or three ſcore 
Years, ſo neither can they ſhew us more Bitterneſs, 
Spight and Malice: Hudibras and the Tale of the Tub 
will be immortal Monuments of as keen Wit, but 
then withal of as much Spleen and ill Nature, as 


can be ſeen in Lucian himſelf. In an Heathen Wri- 


ter indeed Wit will make ſome amends for Looſe- 


nneſs and Profaneneſs, and Calumny ; but theſe are 
Blemiſhes in a Chriſtian Writer, which no Pretence 


can excuſe, no other Beauties attone for. Lucian 
by his ſarcaſtical Scoffs at the Idolatry and Ignorance 


ot his own Times, inſtead of reforming thoſe ſtupid 


Errors, made Virtue and Religion themſelves cheap 
and contemptible : And ſo may we fear the Two 
modern Authors, by their Freedom with Superſti- 


tion and Enthuſiaſm, have given no ſlight Wound to 


Chriſtianity it ſelf; for how are thoſe Books ca- 
reſs d and hugg'd, and quoted by the ſenſual Liber - 
tine, and ſober Atheiſt? „ 1 
Now what can ſuch Writers think of themſelves 
and their Performances, when they remember that in 
the Day of Judgmenc * mult give Account of eve- 
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— idle Word they ſhall have ſpoke ? If Men retain'd 


any Senſe of Futurity when they take their Pens in 


their Hands, with Deſign of entertaining the Pub- 
lick with their Thoughts of Men and Things, they 
would not ſurely thus lay aſide all Regard for Mo- 
deſty, Decency, and Seriouſneſs; much leſs would 


fome ſo indultriouſly trifle with the molt ſacred 
Things, and others ſo deliberately violate the Laws 


of Charity, both in Word and Deed, tranſgreſfing 
every Branch of that important Duty. 


What can Mr. Biſſet lay in his Defence when He 


pleads Conſcience for the Principle, whereon He 
proceeded in publiſhing his Modern Fanatick, a Pam- 
Phlet, wherein our Religion is handled with no more 
Reſpect, than a Brother Clergy-man is treated with 
Humanity or Truth? To urge the venerable Au- 
thority of Conſcience as a Motive ro ſo much Slane 
der, to call it a Debt to God and his Country, to 


profeſs his Aim therein was Glory to God in the high= 


e.ſt, on Earth Peace, Good will towards Men, are Po- 
ſitions ſo ſhocking ro Men of Senſe and Piety, that 
they know not what Sentence to paſs on the Author, 
r „„ 


Io charge him with Phrenzy, or the darkeſt Ig- 
norance, is in Truth the moſt Charitable Cenſure 
that we know how to give him or his Work: If Con- 


ſcience obliged him to attempt to leſſen the Doctor's 
Reputation, he ought to produce ſome univerſal Truth, 


ſome N Law of God, or Man, as the Rule, 


whereby his Conſcience ſhould have been herein di- 
rected - This he has not done, and therefore we may 


— juſtly fay he lay under no Obligation of Conſcience = 
to undertake that unkind Task: On the ſame ac- 
count it could be no Debt to God, for we owe him 


uo Duty, which by Nature or Revelation he has not 


made manifeſt unto us: May we not then ſafely chal- 
lenge Mr. Bifſer to bring any Command from God 
whereby he may juſtify 10 injurious an Enterprize? 


Much 


85 3 
M,uch leſs did his Country challenge this Debt: 
Might I not tay, pray who made you Sir a Judge, a 
Cenſor, or Accuſer of your Brother? Was your 
Teſtimony called for by any Court of Judicature ? 
Had you any Commiſhon to enquire, or examine 
into his Character? Has not the Doctor ſatisfied 
the Juſtice of his Nation? Has he not undergone 
the impartial Tryal of the Higheſt Court of Juſtice 
in this World? Refuſes he to bear with Patience the 
Sentence that was adjudged ? Or has he ever been 
heard to arraign the Severity or Injuſtice of his No- 
„„ n TTT 1 i 
Nad the Houſe of Lords, or Commons ſummon'd 
Mr. Biſſet to make the ſtricteſt Scrutiny into the 
Doctor's Life from his Childhood to the 5th of No- 


__wember, 1709, it would indeed have been a Debt 


v ich his Country might claim, and he ought with 
Diligence and Fidelity to have paid it: But even 


here Random Conjectures, or common Hearſays 


would have been rejected by that Honourable Court, 
which acts by nothing leſs than ſubſtantial Evidence, 
and the ſtrongeſt, cleareſt Proof. How would their 
Lordſhips have thought themſelves affronted and 
abuſed, had Mr. Biſſet's Book been written before, 


and brought in at the Tryal, in Evidence againſt the 


Priſoner at the Bar? So that this Author owed no 
ſuch Debt to his Country, nor had he owed it, would 
this have been an honeſt Payment. 5 


As for Mr. Byſer's affirming that he aimed at the 


Glory of God &c, I know not how to ſpeak to it, 
for fear | ſhould my ſelf treſpaſs the Bounds of Cha- 


rity and Decency. Can it be any Glory to God to 


have one of his appointed Miniſters painted in ſuch 
Colours as reſemble the worſt of the infernal Fiends ? 
Hereby would all the reſt of his Life be uſeleſs and 
unprofitable ; for were thoſe teveral Articles of 
Complaint againſt the Doctor true, it would be a 
Shame to the Church that he ſhould ever be ſuffer'd 
N PE t 


: 
| 
| 
| | 
| 


— — — er CO Wn er mo 9 >» WS Woes 129. a 
” * — 4 _ ” — ee re on —Uñ—üẽ — — 


a - 


to diſpence any of its ſacred Offices; yea, it would _ 
be a Scandal to the Government that he was ſuffered 
ro He., VF wy OE OS 


Or can it tend to promote Peace on Earth to tax 


the Doctor, and that large Diviſion of the Kingdom 
which goes under the Diſtinction of High Church, 


with all the Crimes of which Human Nature is capa- 


ble ? If the High Church are the leſs part of the Nation, 
and half, that is laid to their Charge, be true, 1 think 


the other Party would act according to the Rules of 


Policy, if not of Duty, to ſuppreſs, ruine, and ex- 
tirpate ſuch Pelis and Plagues to Mankind: But if 
they are the greater part, and know their own Inno- 
cence, ſuch Writers as Mr. Biſſet are enough to pro- 
voke them to ſhew their Reſentments in ſuch a man- 
ner, as would for ever afterwards free them from 
theſe ſlandering Tongues, and murdering Pens : So 
little can ſuch Pamphlets contribute to the Peace of 
Humane Society on Earth, nor conſequently can they 
be any true Teſtimonies of Good Will to Men. 
Baut it is a ſmall Matter to argue thus with this 
ill adviſed Author in this Manner, when to ones 
Amazement we may read him making his Solemn_ 
Appeal to God and the World, when he defires the 
Book it ſelf may riſe in Judgment againſt him, if he 
lies in ſaying, that for the lait Twenty one Years of 
his Life he has done no one the leaſt real Wrong. 
Tor is it no Wrong, or is it no real one to charge 


2 Man with Crimes, which, were they true, would 
make him unworthy of his Liberty or Life ? Is it no 


Wrong to publiſh Stories and Scandal of a Clergy. 


man, which for ought he knew, might be falſe ? Or 


is it no real Wrong to take away another's Reputa- 
tion, withoat which as to this World a Man is worſe 


than dead ? Suppole every Article of that heavy 
Charge, ten times more heavy than the Impeach- 
ment it ſelf, had been true, and he had known them 
to be {o, yer would he have done che Doctor a real 
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Wrong by publiſhing them; becauſeevery Man (till 
legally convict of Knavery, or any other Crime) 
has as much Right to a good Name and fair Repu- 
ration, as to his Cloaths he wears, or the Air he 
breaths ; and he that robs a Man of theſe will appear 
in the ſight of God and Man as Injurious, to have 
done me as real a Wrong as if he had broke into wy 
Houſe, or robb'd me inthe High-way. Nay in trut 
the Law in ſome meaſure is more favourable to the 


injured Perſon in the firſt than in the latter Caſe: A 
| Robber or a Houſe-breaker ſatisfies the National 


Juſtice by Forfeiture of his Life, while the Perſon 
aggrieved ſeldom meets with any Reparation for his 
Loſſes : But the Slanderer is by the Law obliged to 

make immediate Satisfaction to the very Pe whom 

Mr. Gnaſh of Salisbury knows the Truth of this by 

dear bought Experience; his Council were not ſuf- 

fer'd to enter on the Proof of their Client's Inno- 
cence, by ſhewing, that he had ſaid Nothing of that 
| Reverend Prelate, but what was true; for as his 


L Lordſhip had never been convict of ſo foul a Crime 


before his Lawful Superiors, he ought to be eſteemed 
free from it, and the Jury doubtleſs acted, as be- 
came Men of Probity, in finding the Defendant guilty 
of Scandal: And the fame Verdict, I queſtion not, 
would be given by the ſame Jury againſt Mr. Biſſet, 
had he ventured to have put the Doctor's Name at 
length, or would that Generous Man have troubled 
himſelf with ſo impertinent a Proſecution. N 


What now can we ſay to this unhappy Writer, 


who defireshis Book may riſe up in Judgment againſt 
him, if to his Knowledge he had done any Man any 
real Wrong? When it is ſo apparent, that had eve- 
ry Word in the Pamphlet been as true as the Holy 
Scripture, yet would it have been a Wrong to the 
Doctor to have publiſh'dit, asevery one muſt know, 
. has heard of any ſuch thing, as Actions of Scan- 
Wy VVß;⁵; Bur 
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ral Word or Action: I remember his taking his 


noon, ASS 

But then how much more Blame, how ſevere a 
Cenſure does Mr: Bier deſerve, when very many, 
if not every one, of his Articles againſt the Doctor 
prove groundleſs, and moſt notoriouſly falſe ? What 


but an ingenuous Recantation, and ſincere "yg Pr 


ance can keep that -fatal Book from riſing in Judg- 
ment againſt ics raſh Author? I dare not ſpeak my 


Mind, nor indeed allow my ſelf to call that aſto- 


niſhing Appeal'by the Name which ſome may think 


it deſerves. But fince Mr. Biſſet did not fear to make 
it at firſt, he ought not now to be aſhamed of con- 
feſſing his unwary Temerity in Publick, and implo- 
ä private. 


And now Sir, allow me to congratulate a little 


with you on your happy Succels, in defending the 
Doctor from ſo many foul Slanders with fo much 

Courage, and Clearneſs of Argument. As for the 
Doctor's Life in general I know ſo much of it my 
ſelf, that were {ure 1 were to appear before God 
the next Hour, I would bear witneſs, that in thoſe 
Eight Years which I ſpentin the Univerſity at the 

ſame time the Doctor was there, I never heard the 
| leaſt Whiſper of Reproach againſt him, We 


I knew him very well, have often heard him at St. 


Maries, he was ever held in Eſteem by every Man 
that I ever heard {peak of him, except they were 
prejudiced againſt his Principles, and even among 


them I never heard any one tax him with any immo- 


Doctor's Degree, I was indeed a Member of the 


| Congregation that gave him his Grace, and was after- 
_ _ wards in the Houle at his Preſentation: So that had 
there been any ſcandalous Stories of. him, it is im- 


poſſible , they ſhould have ſo ſtrangely eſcaped me, 


as that I ſhould never have heard the leait Hint of 
any {uch Matter. : 


How good a Warning is this to all young Gentle- 
men of that Place, eſpecially for them who 25 05 
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 fign'd for Holy Orders to be moſt nicely tender of their 
| Reputation, by leading a pious, ſober, upright Life? 


For who knows bur that their youthful Follies may thus 


be made to riſe in Judgment againſt them, when for 


L their Learning, Zeal, and ſound Doctrines they begin 


_ Anſwer. 


to make a Figure in the Church? How may the Doctor 

bleſs the Providence of God in keeping him free from 
any great Offence? And with how much Shame and 
Confuſion ought Mr. Biſſet and all his Abettors to look 
on that vile Pamphlet to which you have made ſo full an 


Can Man be more innocent than by your Evidence you 
have made the Doctor appear in point of Gratirude to 


that Family, which gave him the Bleſſing of a liberal N 


Education? Should Mr. Biſſet be charged with Treaſon 
or Infidelity I know not how he could bring ſtronger 
Arguments for his Innocence. How foolifh and falſe 
was the Reflection on the Doctor for taking his Degree? 
Ho could he be Entred the Son of a Pauper, when eve- 
ry one knows that he was the Son of a Clergyman, and 


that there is but one Shilling Difference in the Matricu- 


lation-Fees between that, and the beſt private Gentle- 


man's Son in the Kingdom? I need not run over the ſe- 
veral Articles, and their ſeveral Anſwers, which are ſo 


plain and clear in my Judgment as never to be evaded, 


and withal ſo keen and ſtinging, that if Mr. Biſſet has 


Senſe enough to feel their Sharpneſs, they will be like 
Thorns in his Side, or Needles in his Heart: 
The Pleaſantry of your Wit, the Aptneſs of your 

Similitudes, the Quaintneſs of ſome Turns, the Spright= 
lineſs of your Stile, the Roundneſs of your Periods, 


the Eaſineſs of your Tranſitions, the Smartneſs of your 


Raillery, your Judgment in ſuiting your Stile to that 
Paſſion which you defign'd to ſtrike, being grave and 
moving in one Page, entertaining in another with lively 

Strokes ofa warm Fancy, and in others ſurprizing 
your Reader with the Newneſs of your Thoughts, keep- 
ing yourſelf cloſe to the * Points under ä 

N tſum- 


(to 'J 
ſomming up the strength and Evidence of your Argu- 


ments with Brevity, Clearneſs and pointed Repartees - 
Iheſe are ſome of thoſe maſterly Strokes which I ap- 


plaud, with which 1 was delighted, for which 1 return 


you my Thanks. 


Your Zeal for the Church of England I commend, 5 


your voluntary Service in entring the Liſts with ſo une- 
Fe a Competitor ſhews the Sincerity of your Friend- 


ip to the Doctor whoſe Praiſes you proclaim with no 
| leſs Modeſty, than you would your own : I confeſs I 


ſcarce imapined that there would be employed any Pen 


worthy of our Notice againſt fo. mean a Performance, 
nor that there would have been ſo much Pains taken 
to get proper Teſtimonies in Anſwer to ſo many trifling, 


groundleſs Accufations: I am glad to find my ſelf to 


12 agreeably diſappointed ; _ now hope the reſtleſs Ma- 
lice of the Doctor's Perſecutors will be abated, if not 


* to Silence for ever. 


Bot now Sir after all my Thanks and Gemplemencs 


I muſt take leave to tell you I lament ſome Defects, or 
rather perhaps Superfluities in your Antwer : You ſay 
in your Letter to Mr. Biſſet that you deſign'd not to re- 
criminate on him, this the Doctor would not allow: 


1 wiſh you could have kept your Reſolutions, for l am 
{atisfied even this would have done your Caule more Ser- 
vice: Whither Mr. Bifet be innocent or guilty of thele 
ſeandalous Crimes which you have imputed to him, 1 


know not, nor deſign I to enquire: ] am fully convinced 
of the Doctor's Innocence, what therefore have I any 
farther, to do with his Advertary ?, Plain Matter of Fact 
handſomely told and urged with a proper Warmth 


would have been an unauiwerable Vindication of the 5 


Doctor: Had you done this with all the Wit and 
Strength, and Pungency imaginable, none could have 


blamed your Paper, and even the Doctor's avowed 


Enemies, would it is likely have given ir an Hearing. 


You have run almoſt into the lame Exceis as 1 have 


charged Mr. B;Jet wich: After you had fairly and clearly 


aſſerted 
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aſſerted the Doctor's injured Honour, you had no more 


to do with the thoughtleſs Aggreſſor ; ſo much Falſhood 


of which you have convicted him would have been ſuffi- 
cient Chaſtiſement for him, if he had not loſt all Senſe 


of Honour or Shame, and if he has; all you can ſay will 
be loſt upon him. 1 e 


As you confeſs your ſelf a Friend to the Doctor and his E 


Cauſe, you are juſtified in the ſight of God and Man, in 


ſtanding up in. Defence of him againſt ſuch illegal Im- 


peachments; but then you ought to have abhorred all 
ſuch arbitrary lawleis Meaſures your {elf : You did not 
by appearing Councel for the Doctor thereby commence 
a Judge on Mr. Biſſet: But you will ſay you may invali- 
date a falſe Witneſs's Teſtimony. True, in legal Courts 
|  youmay; But then you mult prove whatever you aſſert, 
or elſe your own Depoſitions will recoil, and fly in your 
Face: But this is not the Cale; there y ou act according 
to the Rules of the Court, and muſt confine your {elf to 
the uſage of that place; bur here are no Bounds, nor 
any Rules obſerved; you are Witneſs, Advocate, and 
Judge in the ſame Caule, and that againſt a profeſſed _ 
| Adverltary: So that few will expect ſtrict Juſtice. _ 
Beſides how come Mr. Biſſet's Actions to fall under 
your Cognizance, any more than the Doctor's Life un- 
der his Cenſures? If the Aſſault was injurious in him, 
as doubtleſs it was, ſo muſt be this part of your Vin- 


dication in you, becauſe there was no need of making 


Mr. Biſſet a Villain to wipe out the Aſperſions, which be 
had fo falſly caſt upon the Doctor: Your Evidence and. 
Argument thereon were of themſelves ſufficient, and 
every thing more has been a Diſadvancageto your Caule, 


You might in a calm and ſerious Way have expoſtu- 


lated with Mr. Biſſet, ſhewn him the heinouſneſs of his 
Offence, the Aggravations of his Guilt, in bearing ſo 


much Falſe Witneſs againft an Innocent Neighbour 
without »treading in thoſe very Paths, which were 


the moſt culpable in him: For in point of Conlcience it 


is almoſt an equal Queſtion, What Authority have you 
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if | for cenſuring your Neighbour ? As is your Cenſure 


true? As I ſaid before whatever was abſolutely neceſſary 


to be ſaid againſt Mr. Biſſet in order to clear the Doctor, 128 
mignt be uſed to that purpoſe ; but then there you ſhould 


have ſtopp'd, whereby you would have carried your 


Cauſe with full Succeſs, and warded off all Reflections 


that might be retorted on your own Management. 
_ That you ſhould uſe your Adverſary with ſome De- 
grees of Contempt I blame not, but even here there 


' ought to have beenſome Temper oblerved, becauſe that 
very Reaſon, which is alledged in Aggravation of Mr. 
Biſet's Crime, in making ſo free with the Doctor's Cha- 
fracter, holds good againſt you; for if all thoſe Stories 
| Which you have collected againſt him gain Credit in the 
World, you have rendred ineffectual all his future Ser- 
vice in preaching the Goſpel : For its natural to the inju- 
dicious part of Mankind to argue, ſuch an one lives not 
| as he preaches, neither therefore does he himſelf believe 
Chat he ſays, and then why ſhould we ? Tho to Men 
of a little Senſe the Fallacy is very obvious, yet to the 
thick - ſcull'd Auditor this Argument ſeems demonſtration. 


In this point then I muſt make bold to tell you Sir it is 


my Opinion you have exceeded the Bounds of your Com- 

_ miſſion, and over- acted the Part which as a Friend to the 
Doctor you very generouſly undertook. - | i 
There's a ſecond Error, which 1 wiſh you had been 

more cautious againſt, and that is, you have in three 


or four places made uſe of Texts of Scripture, without 
that due Regard which ought to be ſhewn to thoſe ſacred 


| | Lines: An apt Application of Holy Writ to ſome fri- 


volous, jocular Matter, is by many I confeſs look d on 
as a turn of ready Wit; but this ſhall never paſs for 
Wit with the pious ſober part of Chriſtians, becauſe no 
Application of Scripture can be apt or proper bur where 
we are grave and ſerious: If your Account of the 
Chriſtning Supper be true, the Man in black was either 
a profane Hypocrite, or an injudicious Wretch; if it be 
Fiction, I can't excuſe you of imprudent Levity in play- 
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ing ſo unconcernedly with the moſt venerable Myſteries 
olf our Religion, nay I muſt blame you, if you only re- 


peated ſuch horrid Stuff, becauſe many of your Readers 


may be ſo pleas'd with the ill-manner'd jeſt as to uſe it 
on other Occaſions, and thereby propagate Profaneneſs. 
A Third Blemiſh in Mr. Biſſet's Writings have you coe 
pied even to outdo the Original, and that is, your Bit- 
terneſs againſt, and Revilings of a whole Party of Men; 
this in Prudence at leaſt ought to have been reſerved for 
ſome other Time or Work for this Realon. 
Vour Defence of the Doctor (Iſuppoſe) was defigned 

to clear your Friend rather in the ſight of his Enemies 


than Friends: We of the High-Church knew his Inno- 


_ cence, and would not give credit to thole Aſperſions, the 
Truth of which we always queſtion'd ; your Book then 
Was never (I concieve) intended for our Ulle. 
And then it will (I fear) prove of no Uſe to any bo- 
dy elſe; becauſe Iknow the Temper of the Whigs and 
Diſſenters ſo well, that I am ſure the very firſt Line of 
your Dialogue would tinge their Minds with ſo ſtrong a 
Prejudice againſt you, that many of them would throw 
away the Book without ſo much as looking into the 
next Page, and they, that could command their Reſent- 
ments ſo as to have Patience to give it a thorow Read- 
ing, would only do it for the fake of finding fault with 
it, thro' Hopes of expoſing the Doctor or your ſelf for 
SS * ——-— . TnT 
So that dare engage your Book has not made twenty 
Converts in that whole Party, bur has only exaſperated 
their Minds, and rendred them ſtill the more implaca- 
dle againſt the Doctor, and all whoſhall venture to ſpeak 
in his Favour. So that in this point Sir I can't help 
calling your Judgment in queſtion for beſtowing to 8 
Pains and Wit to ſo little purpoſe : There is indeed one 
Pretty good Ute the High-Church may make of your 
Vindication : We, that before fear d not to aſſert the 
Doctor's Innocence with all the Courage and Conſtancy 
poſſible, tho not able to refute ſome Particulars, for 
VF Want 
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want of knowing thofe Minute Circumſtances of the Do- 
ctor's Life, may now on better Authority, and with a 
more confident Aſſurance ſtop the uncharitable Mouths 
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As you have really injured your Cauſe by prejudicing 
_ thoſe againſt your Vindication for whoſe fake you ought 


chiefly to have wrote it, as you have made Repriſals on 
Mr. Biſſet by a perſonal Recrimination contrary to your 


Profeſſion, ſo have you followed his Steps in charging the 
whole Body of Whigs with the Follies, Knavery, and 
Villainy of ſome of their Partiſans: As he has moſt in- 
juriouſly arraign'd, impeach'd and condemn'd by far the: 
_ greateſt part of the Members of the Church, ſo by your 
general Cenſures have you judged Men to be guilty of 

thoſe Crimes, which in Reaton and Juſtice ought to be 
objected againſt particular Criminals only. Ce 

Il can't ſubſcribe to Mr. Hoadly's Principles of Govern» 

ment, or Meaſures of Obedience, any more than your 

ſelf: His State of Nature I think afallacious, dangerous 

and chimerical Foundation, there is indeed, in all thoſe 

celebrated Political Writings of his, nothing but what 


has been {aid over and over by Buchanan, Hobbs, and 


Johnſon, with numberleſs other Authors, ſo that why 

Mr. Hoadly ſhould be fo careſs d and admired for giving 
a more modern Garb to thoſe old threadbare Arguments, 

I know not: I muſt declare I think Mr Hoadly's Publica- 
tion of his Opinion herein has been the accidental occaſion 
of a great deal of Heat, Heart-burnings, and Miſchief, 


But yet can I not in the mean while forget that he is 


| a Chriſtian, a Clergyman, and a Scholar : I dare not 
diſſemble his Candor, Humility, and Piety; I can't un- 
dervalue his Learning, Judgment, and Integrity: Why 
mult this poor Gentleman be reproach'd, ſlander'd, and 
ſtigmatiz'd with all the odious Names of Rebel, Tray- 


tor, and Republican? None that read his Writings with 


half ſo much Candor, as he compoſed 'em with, can 
draw any fuch Concluſions from them: Muſt he be a 
| Rebel becaule he aſſerts that a Prince may be reſiſted 


78). 


| when there are n6 other Means left of preventing the 
Contſtitution from being deliroyed ? Mr. Hoadly I hope 
will be at Reſt, before there will be any occaſion for his 
Doctrines being reduced to Practice, and in the mean 
While what are they but uſeful Speculations founded on 
a falſe Hypotheſis? Or muſt he be a Traytor, who un- 


der the beſt of Queens makes proviſion againſt any fu- 
ture Tyranny ? As we are all ſatisfied of the Juſtice of 


our preſent Sovereign, there is no danger that his Wri- 

tings will ever be pleaded in Defence of any Tumults 
or Inſurrection under Her Adminiſtration : Or muſt he 

be a Republican who aſſerts that the People have Rights, 

which they may as lawfully defend as the King may main- 

tain his own Prerogative? Our tender Royal Mother 


will never make the vale ful Branches of the latter over- 


ſhadow and ruin the former; and then what great Harm 
is there if {ome future Uſurper on the Liberties of the 


People be taught to know the juſt and LEG AL. . 
Bounds of Britiſh Empire? „„ | 25 


Why mult this Divine be treated with ſo much Scorn | 
and Ignominy by the Writers of the Church - ſide, when 
we our ſelves complain of this very Treatment of the 
Doctor ? Is he not a Miniſter of the Church of England? 
Is he not the Son of a Clergyman ? Does he not practice 
and defend the Dectrines and Diſcipline of the Church? 

Or is he not peaceable, modeſt, and ſubmiſſive in his 
_ Writings, Words, and Actions? Why therefore ſhould -_. 


you venture to ſay he was pitch'd on to blow the Horn, 


Cc. If you really think what you ſay, I know not whi- 
ther your Charity or your Judgment be the weaker, if 
Wit and Party were your Motives for ſuch indecent Re- 

fllections on a grave, virtuous, learned Clergyman, I 
| ſhall leave you ro gueſs my Opinion of your Proceeds 


ings herein, LENIN RE = 
As you have treated Mr. Hoadly with ſuch a diſdain- 


ful Contempt, ſo have you charged another Divine with 


as heavy a Sin with leſs Truth, or Civility ; I mean Mr. 


Brailsford ; If you intended to direct the whole Para - 


graph 


and clinches 


(16) 


graph againſt him, I muſt tell you every particular is 
{ molt uncharitably falſe, if only the three laſt Lines, they 
= are abotninable Slander, II ot en hn 
| Vour Satyr againſt Whig-Clergymen is pointed, and 
Pour Antitheſes ſharp, cleaning and wearing a Gown, 
| Foot-boyand Chaplain, Dunghil and Cathedral, Cot- 

tage and Altar are wonderfully poignant, but methinks 
the two laſt Pair are not coupled with that nice Judp- 

ment, as you ſeem to have uſed in all the reſt of your 
! Writings ; Cottage and Cathedral, Dunghil and Altar 


p< -- 


would have been the more Elegante The double [dolatry 


mirably well. _ 


of his ede is the higheſt ſtep of the Climax, 5 


But aſter alFl muſt tell you Mr. Brailsford never clean- 


ed the Gown that he did not wear, never was a Footboy, 


tho now he is a Chaplain to a Duke, ſprung not from a 


Dunghil, tho' now Prebendary of a Cathedral, nor was 


he born in a Cottage, tho' he has long with Piety and 


Worth waited at the Altar: Nay what may ſurprize you 
more, he is {o far from being covetous, that he has been 
in Money-matters at leaſt as charitable as Doctor Sa- 
ono AAA ĩ v ON LPS. 
He was born and bred a Gentleman, took his Maſter's 
Degree in Cambridge, thence went to Totteridge, where 
all loved him for his Meekneſs and Piety, thence by the 
Recommendation of Mr. Charlton (I think) He was by 
the Duke of Newcaſtle preferr'd to a Living in his Grace's 
Preſentation; in which buſineſs he was ſo far from being 


covetous, or uſing Flattery, that he ſhew'd the trueſt 


! Sincerity and Generoſity in that Affair, of which every 
one has heard, that knows any thing of him: And ſo 
' H1yrprizing and agreeable was it to his Grace, who (its 

| likely) had nor often met with ſo much Conſcience and 

Integrity, that he gave him the Living with the greateſt. 


Satisfaction, applauded his Honour and Virtue, took 


him ſoon after to be his Chaplain, and ſo far loves and 


* 


Care of the Greateſt Fortune in Europe. 


reſpects him as to entruſt him in ſome meaſure with the 


And 


* 


But muſt therefore Modeſty be trampl | 
Man's ſecret Virtues be of no Worth? Becauſe he moves 


EY Y 


And that you may know Sir he had in him fomething 
rais'd beſides his Income, 1 muſt ſay, He has (l believe) 
given away among his poor Relations much more than 

he is worth: He ſo handfomly maintains his Mother 


(who like the Doctor's, by a ſecond Marriage | almoſt 


ruin'd her {elf and Children) that ſhe lays up Money 


yearly out of her Allowance : He does now, or very 
lately did, maintain a Brother's Son at che Univerſity "9 
he ſupported his Brother for many Years, was extream- 
ly generous to an Half-Brother and Siſter, ſent the firſt 


to Sea, and at his own Charge fitted him out for a Ssurge- 
on's Poſt; every one that is acquainted with the Family 
| Knows how kind he is to the Siſter, whoſe Husband by 
his Intereſt is now preferr'd to St. Maries in Nottingham, 
a Living worth near 200 l. per Annum. And ſhall this 
_ Gentleman now be call'd covetous, nay charg d with it, 
as if he were ſcandalouſly fo, that he might the better 
pleaſe his Grace? F 2 


x 


Thus do we ſee how the blind Rage of Party-quarrels 


prompts Men to ſay any thing, which they imagine will | 
_ caſt odious Reflections on their Adverſaries: I have {| 
known Mr. Brailsford about Eighteen Years, and have 
very good reaſon to know his Character; 1 confeſs he is 
ſomewhat reſerved in his Converſation, cautious of gi- 
ving Offence, and of a timorous Spirit; He has not 1 
own that Fire, Mercury, and Vivacity, which may be 


{cen in this Author's Eyes, and read in his Book; he has 


not that Freedom, Sprightlineſs, and Courage, for which 
the Doctor's Friend is to julily admired : 


d * 


ed on? anda 


in a lower Sphere, or conceals his good Deeds, while his 


natural Infirmities lye open to the ill: natured Curioſity 
of Cenſure. £ 6 


That Mr. Hoadly ſhould meet with ſo rough, fo bar- 


barous, (not to ſay) unchriſtian Uſage, 1 wonder not: 


He has been well exerciſed in theſe Tryals, and knows 


how to deipiſe chem: But 8 Mr. Brai/sford's Name 


_ ſhould 
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ſhould be brought upon the Stage, who has never con- 


cern' d himſelf in Party- matters, and is unknown to moſt 
that are converſant in Pamphlets, I can't conceive; ex- 


cept that you thought to be a good Husband of your Sa- 
| tyr, and make one Stroke wound a Whig-Peer and a 
hig-Clergyman in the ſame Line: Or could you think 
of no body elſe, whoſe Name or Character would clole 
the Period with fo graceful a Cadence? PI 
And now Sir judge if you lie not under the ſame Ob- 
ligations of making ſome Reparation (at leaſt) to Mr, 
Brailsford (if not to Mr. Hoadly) for that publick Scan- 


|| dal wherewith you have ſo wrongfully charged him, as 
| Mr. Biſſet does for thoſe horrid Calumnies wherewithhe 


has attempted to blaſt the Doctor's Reputation. 5 
1 am amazed at this ſtrange Proceeding, that one 
Man's good Name muſt thus be ſacrificed to the injured | 
Honour of another. Had Mr. Biſſer effectually murder'd 
the Doctor's Fame, would Mr. Hoadly's and Mr. Brailſ- 


Ford's Reputation have been Victimes wherewith to ap- 


peaſe the Manes, or revive the Dead? Can't one Man's 
Innocence be juſtified, except another's is attainted? Or 
are the Ruines of one Man's Good Name the belt Fun- 

dation of another's Glory? What Sir can we now ſay 
againſt Mr. Biſſet, but what he and his Accomplices may 
e eee nfh he nets 
_- 1 ſhall fay no more to you Sir in particular than this; 
Mr. Brailsford has no Knowledge of this Letter, nor have 
I ever heard him expreſs any Reſentment of the Injury 
you have done him: I have no Pique againſt you, or 


3 any of your Friends; fo far from it, that I have my ſelf 


born ſome Part of the common Scandal of being High- 
Church, and ſhall never fear to own my Principles or ju- 
ſtify the Doctrines thereon built: 1 have no reaſon to 
gueſs at the Perſon ro whom I now write, if common 
Fame has named the Author right, I love him and re- 

. pet him. „ 8 

But yet I muſt ſtill own 1 am heartily vexed and aſha- 


|| med, that there is thus eternally an Handle given, on 


which 


which the Enemies of our Church will faſten, when they _ 
have a Mind to revile her Miniſters. I have long la- 
mented this grievous Indiſcretion in private, and only 
now venture to make publick my Complaints to ſee, if 1 
can perſwade Men to write without fo much Gall and 
- Bitterneſs. ne 8 
l have but one Word more Sir to ſay to you: It is 
very likely Mr. Biſſet or his Friends may think fit to re- 
ply to your Vindication; if they do, ler me entreat you 
to take that Opportunity of making ſome - publick Re- 
pParation to Mr. Brailsford, if not to Mr. Hoadly; T would 
have you rejoin, gather whatever Evidence you are able, 
and ſhall think proper, urge home your Argument with 
all the Force of Logic or Rhetoric, and ſhew the World 
that a High-Church- man can write with Warmth and | 
Diſcretion, with Zeal and Modeſty, with Truth and | 
Charity; this I am ſure you are capable of performing, 
and this [ am as ſure muit be the Method wherewith we | 
mult convince, ſilence, and bring over every kind of 
oo, rr ttt po po 
Illhase here Sir given you my Mind with that Plainneſs } 
and Sincerity which I think becomes an honeſt Man; T 
have all along remembred that I am writing to a Gentle- 
man and a Chriſiian, without (I hope) forgetting that 
I pretend to both thoſe Characters my ſelf. I have no 
Thoughts of entring into any Diſpute or Controverſy, 
and therefore ſhall rake no Notice of any Reflections 
which in all Likelyhood may be made on thele Sheets: | 
Publick Peace and Charity is all I aim at, and therefore 
ſhall turn from you Sir to the Writers of Pamphlets, and 
Abetrors of Party and Faction in general. ä— 
And how much Realon have we here to bewail the | 
Calamities of the Age in which we live? Ic's hard to | 


meet with a Man who profeſſes himſelf a zealous ſteady 
Friend for the Church without declaring War againſt all 
Whigs and Diſſenters; and this is generally the Standard 
of a Man's Zeal and Steddineis; it is taken rather from 
his avowed Hatred, and open Cenſures of all the Low- 
b TY | „„ Party, 
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Party, than from his firm Adherence to, and conſtant Practice 


of the Dottrines of the Church ; nay a Man may declare 


himſelf for Paſſive Obedience, Epiſcopacy, and all the Rites 
and Ceremonies of the Church ; may yote for them who are 

in that Intereſt, and may by the ſtricteſt Conformity to every 
point ſhew his ſincerity, and yet if he pleads for a little Tem- 
per in our Diſputes, for Calmneſs in our Reaſonings, and Mo- 


deſty in our Cenſures; it he will not with one general Sen- 
tence condemn the whole Party of Whigs, ſhall he be called 


luke warm, a Friend in Diſguiſe, or a Falſe-Brother : And fo 
aon the other fide a Man may maintain the Rights and Proper- 
ties of his Fellow. Subjects, may argue with all the Mildneſs 
- imaginable, may allow the Diſſenters their legal Indulgence, 
may ſhew the trueſt Moderation in all his Words and Actions, 
| yet if he cannot come into the new fangled Schemes of Re- 
ſiſtance, if he will not call the High-Church Betrayers of their 
Country and Perſecutors of their Brethren, ſhall he be branded 
with the deteſtable Names of High flyer, Tory, and furious 
| Zealot, a Friend to Arbitrary Power, and Gallick Tyranny : 
— Nay what is (till worſe, to ſpeak a good Word for the Doctor 
is enough to entitle a Man to all the Guilt that is laid to his 
Charge; and to ſay that Mr. Hoadh is a good Man ſhall make 
one an Accomplice in all the Wickedneſs that is imputed to 
bim. In the Company of Whigs nothing is more meritorious 
than to tax the Doctor with ſome flaming Crime; and if we 
would expreſs our Zeal for the Church we muſt vilify Mr. 
 Hoadly. It's not enough to ſay nothing of either, but we muſt 
 flander, de ſame, and curſe them, or elſe we are not true to 


our Cauſe: Have we ſeen a Pamphlet ſince the Tryal, wherein 


the one has nor been called an Incendiary, or rhe other a Re- 


bel; the one an Enemy ro Monarchy, or the other a Friend to 


the Pretender; the one for Popery and Tyranny, or the other 
for a Common wea.th, and Confuſion? Theſe are the com- 
mon Places of Scandal, wherewith, without any Regard ro 
Truth or Conſcience, thoſe two Gentlemen muſt be peſter'd _ 
as long as they Jive ; after they are dead, they will no more 
hear theſe ground leſs Slanders than Laud or Tillotſon. 3 
Were theſe two Perſons to bear all the Inconveniences and 
Burthen of this Method of Calumny, they alone would have 
Reaſon to complain; but as ſome throw all the imaginary 
Guilt of the whole Party on one or other of theſe, ſo are the 
 Mitcarriages and Crimes of ſingle Men by others imputed to 
the whole; thus can't a Man draw his Fen in Defence of the 


Duke's 


pe . 

Duke's Management of the War, without ſome malicious 
Flirts at a Faction that are bringing in the Fretender: Nor 
can another commend the preſent Miniſtry without ſaying the 
laſt defign'd to deſtroy the Church. gn. 


May we not then ſay? Are you in earneſt Gentlemen when 


you tax one another with theſe Helliſh Wiekedneſſes? Or are 


you in ſeſt ? If the latter, let me tell you, you pay dear for | 


your jeſt, to venture the publick Safety on Earth, and to 


riſque your own Salvation hereafter for it's ſake : How _ .. 


an Excuſe will it be to ſay, when you have blown up t 
Flames to a National Conflagration, Were we not in Sport? 
Or are you Gentlemen in earneſt both of you, when one taxes 


the other with Perjury, Treaſon, and Rebellion, for the ſake 


of a doubr#ul Prince born in Darkneſs, bred up in Popery, and 
tutor'd in French Tyranny; when the other recriminates and 


fixes Perjury, Treaſon and Rebellion againſt the Government 


for the ſake of Anarchy, or a Republick ? Are you I fayin 
_ earneſt Brethren in theſe mutual Accuſations? Then will I 
make a fair Propoſal to you, who, by the deep Scars and 
Wounds you have made in the publick Peace, ſeem to have 
uſed Blood inſtead of Ink, and the Points of Swords rather 
than Pens. You both believe, that the one would gladly over- 
throw the Government, and cut all the Throats of the other 


Z draw out your reſpective Forces therefore, head your Parties 
alznd even try your Strength; I will put Words into your 


Mouths, wherewith to skirmiſh before the Engagement : 
Here are we Pamphleteers met to decide the Fate of the Nati- 
on, to prove our Innocence and Loyalty on each other, to ſee 

which Party muſt preſide, which mult govern, and which 


_ obey ;* and when by the Determination of this ſolemn Appeal 


to the Godof War we know which of us muſt ſubmit, then 
will the ſurviving Recanant return and live in Peace, and join 
in their true Allegiance to her ſacred Majeſty. There would 
de (ome Senſe in this, and this is the only Method whereby we 
can expect ever to have your Pens at reſt; | am ſure Things 
look with ſuch a threatning Face, as if Men did deſign ſome 
ſuch TK TAL: This would humble both Parties; and they. 
that were truly peaceable might then hope to be the greater 
and prevailing Num dert e 
At preſent this is our Caſe : If a Man is High Church he 
mutt expect neither Kindneſs, Civility, nor Juſtice from the 
Whigs, and thus loſes all the Offices of Friendſhip from half 
his Acquaiatance : It he be Low-Church he mult ok No no 
Cn | AYOUr 


any 


Favour nor Equity from the High, and ſo is utterly incapable _ 


of Preferment from them: If a Man be truly Moderate, he 
. ſeldom eſcapes being odious to both; into ſo bleſſed a State 


have we been brought by all the malicious Artifices of Party 


and Faction 


And great part of this Miſery muſt be placed to the Account 


of thoſe numorous Pamphlets, where with our Preſſes are ſo 


overcharged; On one fide, the Review, Obſervator and Med- 


$ ey; on the other the Examiner, if they gain Belief with their 
Reatlers, are of themſelves without their mercinary Auxili- 


1 aries enough to enflame the whole Nation: If the firſt are to 
be believed, we are at this Iaſtant fold to France, and betray- 


ed to the Pretender: If the latter, then all the late Miniſters 


deſerve to be buried alive, as the worſt of Traytors. If the 
Tory Pamphlets had any Authority, he would do his Country | 
Service that would aſſaſſinate Mr. Hoadly, and every Bravo de- 
ſer ve a Penſion that would cut the Throat of a Whig : If the 
Whig- Pamphlets ſhould be hearken'd to, he would deſerve the 
Praiſe of Phineas, that would ſtab the Doctor to the Heart; 


and be eſteem'd a Martyr to Liberty, Property, and the Pro- 


teſtant Religion, that would venture being hanged for ridding 


the World of a High Church Papiſt in Maſquerade- 


If the Tories are ſelling their Queen, their Country, and 

Quhurch to France and Rome, the Whigs are doubtleſs juſtihable 
in the fight of God and Man to venture their Lives, their 

Souls and Bodies in defending thoſe valuable Bleſſings : If the 


Whigs are undermining the Church, and pulling off the Crown 


trom her Head, to whom they have ſworn Allegiance, it is the 


Duty of the Tories to tie their rebellious Hands with the rough» 


eſt Cords, and rather ſacrifice a Thouſand Rebels, than ſuffer 


that ſacred precious Life to undergo the leaſt Danger. 


Burt if after all Gentlemen you are not in earneſt, nor do 
believe ſo ill of your Adverfaries as your Writings declare, you 

are all of you anſwerable to God, (Iam ſure) if not to your 
Governors, for thoſe Feuds and Hearr-burnings, that Jealou- 
ſy and Fear, that Envy and Animoſity, of which we all ſo 
ſadly complain, and which th: lateſt Poſterity muſt feel and 


lament. What can you ſay for caſting theſe Arrows, Fire- 


brands and Death amongſt us? How can you in your Conſci- 


ences acquit your ſelves of ſpreading your infectious Peſtilence 


over the Land? And how can you call to mind all your hard 
Speeches, uncharitable Cznſures, falſe Accuſations, malicious 


Truths, and ſpightful Sugg-itions againſt your Erethren with- 


out 


thought proper to redreſs theſe Grievances. 


oy pes 
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out remembring they are all regiſtred in Heaven againſt you, 
and without any of your Appeals ſhall ariſe in Judgment. 
againſt you at that time, when he, that has faid to his 
Brother, Thon Fool, ſhall be in danger of Hell Fire? Is 
this the way of following the Bleſſed Jeſus, the Lowly Lamb 
of God, the Prince of Peace? Or are the | | 
Goſpel never to be thouzht of, except when they are urged 


from the Pulpit ? Is this the Duty and Allegiance you owe 
your Queen, thus to ſet at variance her Subjects and make 
them odious and deteftable to one another? sn 


Has Her Majeſty Power and Authority to alter her Mini- 
ſters? Or has ſhe not? If ſhe has, then how dare the Whigs 
impeach her Choice, defame her Servants, and cenſure their. © + 
Abilities and Fidelity? How dare the Tories aſperſe, vilif , 
and ſtigmatize thoſe ſhe had ſo long employed, and at laſt 


diſmiſs'd well rewarded (moſt of them) for their Service 


without any Marks of Her Royal Diſpleaſure? Is it not a moſt 
impudent Reflection on her Judgment or Love of her Subjects 
to charge thoſe Noble Servants with ſo many black Crimes, 
whom {he had diſtinguiſh'd with ſo many Favours? If her 
Majeſty has not the Right to place or diſplace her Miniſters, 


why did not the diſcarded ones inſiſt on their own, Right: 
Mayn't a Prince caſhier her Servants without publiſhing to the 


World the ſecret Occaſions of their Remove, which ſhe might 


think abſolutely neceſſary for her own Honour and the Safety - 


of the Publick, tho' not ſo proper to appeal to the People as 
competent Judzes of Her Proceedings ? Could they have pre- 


tended themſelves to be injured, neither their Principles nor 


Modeſty would have kept them from making the loudeſt 


Complaints, and uſing whatever means they ſhould have 
Bur this is to talk Reaſon where there are no Hopes of be- : 
ing hearken'd to, and to plead for Truth and Juſtice, where 

there is ſcarce ſo much as a Pretence to either; it's the only 
Aim and End of Pamphleteers ro gain credit with their Read- 


ers, to aſperſe the Party which they hate, and fave themſelves _ | 
harmleſs, while they are murdering others. Fe Cf) 


Hence have they learned to ſhelter themſelves under bor- 
rowed Names, to ſcreen their Slander behind ſome malicious 


Fable, to ſuit well-known Characters to the Perſons at whom 


they aim, or elſe to leave out a Vowel or two in their _ 


whoſe Reputation they are going to ſtab with their envenom 
Stilletto's: So that what chances to be their Protection from 


— 


Precepts of the 


„„ 624 ; 
Punjſhment is the moſt evident Conviction of their Guilt ; 
Thg-very Art of theſe Veneſici conſiſts in conveying their deadly 

Darts with that guilty Secrecy, which is a plain Confeſfion 

their Conſciouſneſs of the Crime. 
Why elſe chooſe they to write Sa rather than Sacheverell, 

or B.. ford rather than Brailsford, why Giligai and her 

Marqueſs, not the Duke and Dutcheſs of Shrewsbyry, why 

Craſſus and not our own General? Every Child knows the 

Reaſon; they eſcape the Penalty of the Law by one, and 
ould incur it by the ather. _ „ 5 

But how poor an Evaſion is this, when we come to conſi- 

der Things in their proper Light, when we call our Actions to 
emembrance, and bring them to be examined by the Laws ot 

God? He knows our Hearts, looks into our Deſigns, and will 

judge us by them: And then how little will it avail theſe im- 

provident Writers, who, for the fake of a little Gain, Ap- 

plauſe, or Revengs at preſent, ſhall make themſelves obhnox . 

ous to Everlaſting Guilt and Eternal Puniſkment? Which 

ſurely will be a ſad Abatement, when they look on the Plea - 
ture of having vented their Spleen on their Adverſaries. 

And now Gentlemen let me once more intreat and conjure 

' you, if not for the ſake of the Peace of your County, tor the 
lake of the preſent Generation of Men, if not for the ſake of 
the Bleſſings we enjoy under the belt of Queens, if not for the 
ſake of our Holy Religion, if not for the ſake of the Children 
vet unborn, if not for the ſake of every Thing that in this 
World is dear to us, yet for the fake ol Heaven and its Joys, 
for fear of Hell and all its Woes, lay aſide theſe horrid 

Thoughts and Accuſations of one another; never take your. 
Pens in hand without conſidering, how will this that I am 

Soing to write appear in my Accounts at the great Day? Is it 

conſiſtent with Charity as well as Truth? Dare [ (peak what 

1 write to their Face againſt whom 1 write ? Or ſhould I not 

be afraid to own it in a Court of Juſtice 2. „„ 

It I have ſaid enough to deter any one Author from the 
talblonable Malice in his Writings, I {hall think my ſelf hap- 
py; if not | have the Comfort of having done my Endeavors, 
and may continue them in a S:cond Admonition to the ſtated, 
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| P. S. I intended to have beſiowed à few Lines on the Author 
of the Letter to Sir J. B. but that I fareſaw the Corernment m 


think fat totake notice of him, 
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